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Chennai, Oct 10 (FN Bureau)

Actor-turned-politician and Rajya Sabha MP Kamal 
Haasan has sharply countered US billionaire and SpaceX 
CEO Elon Musk regarding Starlink’s alleged delayed 
regulatory approvals in India, asserting that “no billionaire 
should dictate a nation’s policy”. Stating that India knows 
that the networks and spectrum are strategic infrastructure, 
not merely commercial assets, he said “India’s national 
security safeguards are non-negotiable”. “Mr. Musk, yes, 
no billionaire should dictate a nation’s policy - Indian or 
American”, Haasan said on his X handle.
“India must welcome competition in satellite internet, 
from Indian and global providers, whoever offers the most 
practical and affordable last-mile solution for those in 
remote regions”, he said, adding “in countries with lower 
per-capita incomes, satellite internet must be affordable 
too.” High subscription fees and equipment costs risk 
putting it beyond the reach of ordinary households. 
Connectivity must bridge the digital divide, not create a 
new one, he added. Pointing that every country makes 
choices based on its own interests, Kamal said “those in 
the West cannot preach free markets while practicing 
protectionism at home”. “USA imposed 100 per cent 
tariffs on Chinese EVs to protect its domestic industry, 
just as India takes measures to protect its own domestic 
manufacturers”, he said adding “both India and the US 
have restricted Huawei over security concerns and one 
cannot demand a level playing field from others only when 
it suits its own agenda”.

Panaji, Oct 10 (FN Bureau)

The Goa Cabinet on Saturday 
adopted a resolution congratulating 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on completing 25 years as head of 
government, while highlighting over 
Rs 32,226 crore the state received 
in central assistance and works 
sanctioned as part of its development 
journey during this period. Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant read out 
the resolution after the Cabinet 
meeting, placing on record the 
state government’s appreciation of 
PM Modi’s public service, which 
began with his tenure as Gujarat 
chief minister on October 7, 2001, 
followed by his stint as Prime 
Minister from May 26, 2014. 
The resolution highlighted the 
Centre’s support for Goa in 

infrastructure, connectivity, higher 
education, healthcare and basic 
services, and acknowledged the 
role of cooperation between the 
Union and state governments 
in advancing development. 
According to the resolution, Goa 
received Rs 10,457.45 crore 
under the centrally-sponsored 
schemes between the 2014-15 
and 2026-27 financial years, while 
Rs 5,133.12 crore was provided 
as 50-year interest-free loans 
under the Scheme for Special 
Assistance for Capital Investment 
(SASCI) during the 2020-21 to 
2026-27 period. In addition, the 
Centre sanctioned works worth Rs 
16,636 crore under the National 
Highways programme, taking the 
total assistance and sanctioned 
works cited in the resolution to Rs 
32,226.57 crore.
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Rahul Gandhi arrives in Chennai, to meet 
CM Vijay, to hold ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’

Chennai, Oct 10 (FN Bureau)

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi arrived here on Saturday 
to hold the sixth edition of the party’s youth outreach 
programme ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj,’ and ahead of the event, 
he is set to meet TVK President and Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay. Gandhi’s soon-to-be-held meeting with CM 
Vijay will be the first such interaction between the two 
leaders after the TVK-led ‘Secular Social Justice Victory 
Alliance’ was formally named recently. The meeting is 

also the first after TVK became a part of the INDIA bloc 
and immediately following the ruling party’s win in the 
bypolls to Madurantakam and Dharapuram Assembly 
Constituencies. TVK, Congress, IUML and VCK are 
constituents of the SSV alliance. 
Following this, Gandhi would travel to the sprawling 
Island Grounds here for the ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj,’ 
(Maanavargalin Kural) event, which is an interaction 
with the students. Gandhi took part in Vijay’s swearing-
in ceremony - as the chief minister - on May 10, 2026. 
A multi-tier security cover is in place here in view of 
Gandhi’s programmes here including his interaction with 
students at the sprawling Island Grounds in the evening. 
The city is also under tight security as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will attend multiple programmes here on 
October 11. Gandhi, soon after arriving here from Delhi left 
for CM Vijay’s suburban Neelankarai residence, which is 
near the beach and close to the East Coast Road. According 
to a police official, access to the ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ 
(Maanavargalin Kural) event is restricted to QR code 
entry, segregating gender entry corridors and completely 
excluding the general public from the event to ensure 
law and order control. The city is under an exceptionally 
dense five-tier security blanket comprising 15,000 police 
personnel led by Chennai police commissioner A Amalraj 
and the heightened city-wide protocol directly reinforces 
the security presence surrounding the Island Grounds - the 
venue of the interaction - and also VVIP transit routes today. 
According to TNCC chief Manickam Tagore, about 10,000 
to 20,000 students who registered and received the QR code 
alone will participate in the event.
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BJP Rajasthan president Rathore slams Cong's EC 
protests, says 'show of strength' violates protocol

Jaipur, Oct 10 (FN Representative)

Defending party national president 
Nitin Nabin's remarks on 
Congress's protests against the 

Election Commission, BJP Rajasthan 
president Madan Rathore said on Saturday 
that taking hundreds of people to meet 
election officials as a show of strength 
violates proper protocol. Responding 
to former chief minister Ashok Gehlot's 
criticism of Nabin, Rathore said the 
BJP president advised Congress leaders 
to follow the prescribed procedure for 
meeting election officials. Nabin had 
said, "An attempt is being made to create 
a state of anarchy in the country. Efforts 

are underway to destabilise the country 
and its 140 crore people." Rathore said a 
delegation of a limited number of people 
should seek an appointment and present 
its complaints with facts and arguments. 

"Taking hundreds of people to meet 
the Election Commissioner and putting 

up a show of strength is not the right 
procedure," he said. Rahul Gandhi led a 
march of around 300 INDIA bloc MPs 
and opposition leaders from Parliament 
to the ECI headquarters in New Delhi 
on October 6, demanding transparency 
in the electoral process, a return to ballot 
papers, and Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar's removal over alleged 
irregularities in electoral rolls. Opposition 
MPs were stopped at Transport Bhavan 
and detained, to be released later. BJP 
leader said the Congress was discussing 
taking 240 or even 400 people to meet 
election officials instead of following the 
established process. 
"This is not about defending the 
Election Commission. It is about 

following the proper procedure for 
presenting grievances before democratic 
institutions," he said. Rathore accused the 
Congress of trying to create confusion 
and keep the issue in the media instead of 
resolving the complaints. The BJP state 
president also questioned Gehlot's silence 
over the alleged conduct of Congress 
leaders. He accused Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi of misbehaving with a 
woman police officer and said Gehlot 
should advise him to maintain dignity 
in public life. "The position of Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha is important 
and respectable in a democracy. A person 
holding that position is expected to 
behave in a manner befitting the office," 
Rathore said. 


